
 

 

How Door Closers Help Prevent Unauthorized 
Access 

 

When it comes to building security, people often think of locks, cameras, and alarm systems. 
However, an often-overlooked security feature is the door closer. While its primary function is to 
automatically close a door after someone enters or exits, door closers also play a crucial role in 
preventing unauthorized access. Whether in homes, offices, or commercial buildings, they provide 
added protection by ensuring that doors remain shut when they are supposed to be. This article 
explores how door closers contribute to security and keep unwanted visitors out. 
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1. Ensures Doors Are Always Closed 

One of the primary ways door closers help prevent unauthorized access is by making sure doors 
close automatically after use. Many security breaches happen when doors are accidentally left open, 
providing an easy entry point for intruders. With a door closer, you don’t have to worry about 
someone forgetting to shut the door—it will close itself every time. 

2. Prevents Tailgating 

In offices, apartment buildings, and commercial spaces, tailgating (when an unauthorized person 
follows someone through a door without proper credentials) is a common security issue. A door 
closer ensures that doors shut quickly after entry, reducing the chance for unauthorized individuals 
to slip in unnoticed. 

3. Works with Access Control Systems 

Many buildings use keycard systems, biometric scanners, or keypad entry for security. A door 
closer helps ensure that once an authorized person enters, the door promptly shuts and locks 
behind them. Without a door closer, even the best access control system can be compromised if 
someone leaves the door open. 

4. Adds an Extra Layer of Security 

Door closers complement other security measures like locks, deadbolts, and electronic access 
systems. While these measures prevent forced entry, a door closer ensures that doors remain 
closed at all times, reducing the risk of unauthorized access due to human error. 

5. Prevents Forced Entry 

High-quality door closers add resistance to forced entry attempts. When properly installed and 
adjusted, they can make it harder for someone to pry a door open. Some models even come with 
delayed action or backcheck functions, which provide additional resistance against forced 
opening. 

6. Reduces Security Risks in High-Traffic Areas 

Buildings with a high number of visitors—such as hospitals, schools, and shopping centers—face 
increased security risks. Without door closers, people might leave doors open, making it easier for 
intruders to enter. By ensuring doors close automatically, door closers help maintain security even 
in busy environments. 

7. Improves Fire Safety and Emergency Preparedness 

 



 

While not directly related to unauthorized access, fire-rated door closers help prevent the spread of 
fire and smoke. They keep fire doors closed, which can slow the spread of flames and protect escape 
routes. This added function enhances building security by ensuring safety in emergencies. 

8. Supports ADA Compliance and Controlled Access 

For buildings that must comply with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) regulations, door closers 
ensure that doors close at a controlled speed, making them accessible to everyone while still 
maintaining security. Controlled closing speeds prevent doors from slamming shut, making them 
safer for individuals with disabilities while still securing the premises. 

9. Prevents Unwanted Entry in Residential Buildings 

In apartment buildings and gated communities, door closers help keep common areas and private 
units secure. If entrance doors don’t close properly, unauthorized individuals may enter and pose a 
threat to residents. A well-installed door closer ensures that doors always shut and lock behind 
tenants, keeping outsiders from wandering in. 

10. Deters Opportunistic Theft 

In commercial buildings and office spaces, an open door can be an invitation for opportunistic 
thieves. A door left ajar makes it easy for someone to slip in, steal valuables, and leave unnoticed. A 
door closer eliminates this opportunity by ensuring that doors close immediately after use. 

11. Enhances Confidentiality in Offices and Restricted Areas 

In workplaces where confidentiality is essential, such as law firms, government offices, and research 
facilities, door closers ensure that doors remain shut at all times. This helps prevent unauthorized 
personnel from gaining access to sensitive information. 

12. Provides Peace of Mind 

For both homeowners and business owners, knowing that doors will always close properly reduces 
stress and improves overall security. Instead of worrying about whether a door was left open, a door 
closer provides confidence that access points remain secured at all times. 

Conclusion 

A door closer may seem like a small and simple device, but it plays a major role in security. By 
ensuring doors remain closed, preventing tailgating, supporting access control systems, and 
reducing unauthorized entry, door closers contribute significantly to overall building safety. 
Whether for a home, office, or commercial space, investing in a quality door closer is a smart move 
for anyone looking to enhance security and prevent unauthorized access. 
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